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Rhode IslandCurriculum and Instruction: Inclusion

Educating students with
disabilities in the least
restrictive environment
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To be successful, students with disabilities must have access to the general-education curriculum, ideally learning alongside
their nondisabled peers. Research shows that achievement improves significantly among students with disabilities when they
are educated primarily in the general-education classroom, which research also shows is the least restrictive environment.

Students educated in
general-education
classrooms 80% - 100%
of the school day

Students educated in
general-education
classrooms 40% - 79%
of the school day

Students educated in
general-education
classrooms less than 40%
of the school day

Percent of
students with
disabilities

Students educated
in separate special
schools

Students who are
homebound or
hospitalized


